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After 50 years of smoked meat and dill pickles, Dave Smith is hanging up his hat at Nates' Deli 
on Rideau Street. 'It's life. It's life,' the 76-year-old says. 'Nothing ever lasts forever.' 

Local Craftsman Wins National Recognition 
A local renovator has won 

national recognition as one 

of Canada's top performing 

home remodelling craftsmen. 

Don Osgoode has been selected 

as a Canadian Craftsman of the 
Month from across Handyman 

Connections' national network of 

home service professionals. 

"Don has been doing fabulous 

work for our Ottawa homeowners 

over the past 7 years," says business 

owner Mery McBride. "We're 

especially proud to have Don as 

part of our team 

and his dedication 

to quality work 

and superior 

customer service 

certainly make 

him deserving of 

this honour." 

Handyman 

Connection is Canada's Original 

Home Improvement SpecialistsTM 

and offers repair and remodelling 

services to homeowners throughout 
the country. 

613-723-5021 
CONNECTION. 

Interested in joining the Handyman Connection team? 
Call 1-800-88Handy or visit us on-line at www.handymanconnection.ca 

See the Summer Camps 12-page section 
in the Ottawa Citizen Wednesday May 5th 

Don Osgoode 

Centurion Conference Center 
170 Colonnade Road South 

6:00 p.m. - Social and Silent Auction 
7:00 p.m. - Dinner - 	 _ 

MC - Kathie Donovan of Regional Contact, CTV Ottawa/ 
Guest Comedienne - Jennifer Grant 
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Lion Doreen Lebano 
Phone: 613-825-0384 

Fax: 613-825-4970 
E-mail: doreen.lebanooi'sympatico.ca 

Moisture in 
Windows? 
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Save your windows... 
Save your money! 

Environmental Restoration & 
Replacement Specialists 

20 year warranty 
Crystal Clear Window Works 

613-880-5525 

www.getthef ogoul. com 

Canadian Mental Heath 
Association 

al(613) 737-7791©0111111 
or visit our website at 
www,namiontario,ca. 
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Cemetery: It's disgusting' 
Continued from PAGE BI 

It was during his mayoralty that he 
proposed to rename Bytown, and 
have it granted the status of a full-
fledged city. 

Despite his political career, 
Mullington writes that Turgeon's 
greatest peril came when he was 
serving as liquor inspector. All the 
windows in his home were broken 
by a shadowy figure in December 
1866, whom Turgeon saw fleeing. 

An obituary published in the Citi-
zen July 19, 1897, devoted two para-
graphs to the "Old Resident of Ot-
tawa" who had died of suspected 
heart failure two days earlier at his 
Hull home. He was 87. 

"Was mayor in 1853," the headline 
proclaimed. 

"He walked down stairs to his mu-
sic store, and, after sitting down, 
gave a few groans and passes away. 
He had not been well lately." 

Mullington writes that Turgeon 
was buried at Notre Dame beneath 
a modest marker that soon became 
largely obscured by dirt and grass. It 
was not until 2002 and the 15oth an-
niversary of the Institut canadien-
français that members decided to 
put up a gravestone. 

The Catholic cemetery is admin-
istered by the Archdiocese of 
Ottawa and is the final resting place 
of many other notable Canadians, 
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Police had no leads early Saturday 
night on the cemetery vandalism. 

No Nate's? Now that's crazy 
Ottawa fixture set to serve up last smoked meat sandwich this month 

including former-prime minister 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and famed por-
trait photographer Yousuf Karsh. 

Daniel Landry reported the van-
dalism to police Saturday morning 
after he went to visit his father's 
grave. It was intact, but by his esti-
mate nearly 4o headstones had been 
damaged. 

"It's disgusting," he said by phone. 
Police had no leads early Saturday 

night. Anyone with information is 
asked to call Central Division's dis-
trict investigations unit at 613-236-
1222 ext. 5166 or Crime Stoppers at 
613-233-8477 (TIPS). 

KELLY EGAN 

I
t's lunch time at Nate's Deli, one 
of the last, after 5o years of 
smoked meat and sour dill. 
Don't ask frontman Dave Smith 

to be sad. Dave Smith doesn't do 
sad. Not with that jiggly laugh. Jol-
liest sound on Rideau Street. 

We're sitting in a booth, talking 
about the old days. Two of his 
favourite words keep coming up. 
Crazy and amazing. 

"We used to open until 3 a.m. It 
was crazy," says Smith, 76, grey 
and stout, with lively young eye-
brows. 

"We closed for four hours, just 
enough time to clean the place." 

The first deli only had four ta-
bles. Customers lined up to get in, 
lined up to get out, ate standing up. 
It was Ottawa in 1960. Smoked 
meat was exotic. Smoked meat 
smelled like Montreal and New 
York. 

"It was crazy. People used to just 
stand. It was a fun spot. We made it 
fun. It was crazy. It was nuts in 
here. It was a riot." 

He's talking about the RV he 
keeps outside his house on Island 
Park Drive. Guy can't relax, so it 
hasn't turned a wheel in ages. "It's 
crazy. I took it out the other day 
just to shampoo it." 

The 705 and 8os were probably 
the hey-day, says Smith. "Every-
body was eating and drinking like 
it was the Last Supper." 

Crazy. You don't know from 
crazy. 

Patricia Blackburn is on cash, sit-
ting in a little booth by the front 
window, same spot for the last 42 
years. Black jacket, white top, 
pearls, rows of silver and gold 
bracelets on the arm, nails done to 
the nines, smile a perfect io, float-
ing hair. Looks like a million bucks. 

"Always," she said, when asked if 
she usually dresses up for work. 

"I figure I'm the first thing they 
see on the way in and the last thing 
they see on the way out." 

How she got hired? Now we're 
back to crazy. She was walking 
down Rideau one day, a young 
mother with her two-year-old in a 
stroller. 

Curly-haired man in the window 
saw her coming. Stops her. Why 
aren't you working? No job, she an-
swered. "You start tomorrow." 
That was D. Smith, human re- 

had a gun pointed in her face, seen 
chairs tossed around the back 
room, saw PMs come and go. 

"Trudeau was here one time and 
he had a meeting. His Jag wouldn't 
start. Came running in and said, 'I 
need a car.' I tossed him my keys 
and said 'have it back by four.— 

Sure Nate's changed. Waiters 
once wore yellow and orange uni-
forms. It grew from four tables to 
220 seats. But, mostly, the city 
changed around it. 

"We plan on walking out togeth-
er," said Patricia, nails tapping on 
the counter. "We'll walk out crying, 
I guess. You know, some marriages 
don't last this long." 

Say this about Nate's. It's stone-
cold Ottawa, which puts it in a dif-
ferent league than Boston This and 
East-Side That. In the beginning, 
there was Smith, his brother 
Nathan (Nate) and his sister Freda, 
from a family of 13 kids in Lower-
town. 

Dave worked the PR, mingled 
with Liberace, Trudeau, Ginger 
Rogers — kings and queens and 
commies (Gorbachev) — got into 
the papers a lot, worse than Jim 
Watson, and started working his 
charities. 

Dave's got a big heart, even with 
the quad-bypass in 2005. Always 
got a good one for you. 

"There's these three guys sitting 
on Rideau Street one morning 
when I'm coming in. It was freez-
ing cold. I came in and made them 
some sandwiches and brought  

Listerine." 
And he's shaking at the punch-

line, jiggling away. 
"I cracked right up. OK. I wish I 

would have had that on tape. It was 
just so," more jiggling, "funny." 

Dave was looking for a new loca-
tion, a 6o to 70-seater on Welling-
ton near Holland, with parking. 
Couldn't find it. He doesn't come 
out and say it, but Smith sounds 
like a man ready to hang it up. 

"It's life. It's life. Nothing ever 
lasts forever." 

He's doing charity work, so auc-
tions a year, working on his resi-
dential drug treatment centre and 
— you want crazy? — projects in 
Kenya and Angola. Don't even ask. 
When you can't say no, "yes" gets 
you into crazy places. 

Lunch arrives. 
A smoked meat sandwich on an 

oval white plate, with a pickle. You 
know it. Little piece of rye, top and 
bottom. No goofy stuff like lettuce 
or tomato or cuke or Dijon. On the 
bread, the ballpark mustard. In-
side, layer upon layer of sliced 
meat, held together with a tooth-
pick, impossible to pick up daintily, 
ready to topple. 

Sometimes, food is just gorgeous. 
"The 5o years just flew by," says 

Dave. 
Nate's Deli is closing May 31. Just 

plain crazy. 

Contact Kelly Egan 
at 613-726-5896 or by e-mail, 
kegan(a)thec itizen.canwest.com 
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'We plan on walking out together,' said Patricia Blackburn, who has 
worked at Nate's for more than four decades. 'We'll walk out crying, 
I guess. You know, some marriages don't last this long.' 

sources manager. 	 them coffee. 
She remembers the old days. 	"I sat on the doorstep with them 

Cash never stopped, people 	and they said, 'Well, we'll take your 
jostling in and out, in and out. She's food but we're not gonna share our 

For more than a 
decade, parents have been going to our 
Summer Camps features to fulfill their 
children's dreams and make their summers 
memorable. 

Read the 
Citizen's 
comprehensive 
12-page Summer  
Camps section for 	 == 
complete listings 
and stories on day 
camps, overnight 
camps and other 
summer activities. 

Backpacks 
and bug spray, 
swimsuits and 
sunhats, sneak-
ers and tennis 
rackets... 
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Watch for this highly anticipated 
special feature in the paper 

this Wednesday. 
10524180 

Kanata businessman 
and high-tech employee 
Aaron Heileman threw his 
hat into the political ring 
Saturday, announcing his 
candidacy for the city 
council seat of Kanata 
South. 

In his campaign kickoff 
speech in front of more 
than ioo people at the Li-
on Dick Brûlé Communi-
ty Centre on Castlefrank 
Drive, Heileman stressed 
the need to put communi-
ty first. 

"Families shouldn't have 
to dread every rainstorm 
this spring," he said, refer-
ring to the flooding that 
devastated hundreds of 
homes in Kanata and 
Stittsville last year. 

"Kanata decisions need  

to be made in Kanata," he 
added. "Kanata South res-
idents should be empow-
ered and enabled to make 
decisions that affect their 
daily lives." 

The election will be 
held Oct. 25. Incumbent 
Peggy Feltmate an-
nounced in early February 
that she would not run for 
re-election. Others who've 
indicated they intend to 
run in the ward are Marc 
Favreau, Allan Hubley and 
Perry Simpson. 

A lifelong Ottawan and 
Kanata resident since the 
mid-199os, Heileman, 36, 
is a senior telecommuni-
cations hardware design-
er at Alcatel-Lucent, 
where he's worked for the 
past 13 years. 

Resident businessman 
declares for Kanata South 
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